
Make a

Paper Cup Telephone

1. Use a sharp pencil to 

poke a hole in the 

bottom of two paper 

cups.

2. Cut a length of 

string.

3. Thread 

the string 

through the 

hole of one 

cup, and knot 

it onto a 

paperclip

so it won’t 

fall out.

4. Thread the string 

through the bottom 

of the other cup. Knot 

it onto a paperclip to 

secure it in place.

5. Speak into one cup 

and see if someone can 

hear you in the other! 

The more taut the 

string, the better 

the phone will work.

“This I will miss the most, Belle…the way we 

connect as twins in our sleep. It is as though 

our deepest minds are connected by an invisible 

yarn, the way we used to tie string between 

paper cups and whisper secret messages.”

- The Length of  a String 
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